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Report No: 
Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

External Affairs Committee 
AC Transit Board of Directors 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 

Monthly legislative Report 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

14-127 
May 28, 2014 

Consider recommending receipt of the monthly legislative report and approval of legislative 
positions. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

President Obama and U.S. Transportation Secretary Foxx released the surface transportation 
reauthorization bill, valued at $302 billion over four years to be funded through Highway Trust 
Funds and corporate tax reform. 

State tax revenues continue to outperform projections and valued at a $2 billion surplus through 
April. 

Staff recommends support positions on the following two state bills: Support of President Pro 
Tern's Cap & Trade Expenditure Plan which would provide a permanent funding source for 
transit, and SB 1236 (Monning - D) Transit District: Transit offenses and enforcement which 
would make giving false information while being issued a citation a punishable offense by Santa 
Cruz Transit District contracted security officers and district employees . 

BUDGETARY /FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no budgetary or fiscal impact associated with this report. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

Federal legislation Update 

This week, President Obama and U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx released the 

Administration's four-year, $302 billion surface transportation reauthorization bill. The bill 

proposes that the bill be funded through Highway Trust Fund revenues, as well as revenues 

from corporate tax reform. 
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On the spending side, the Grow America Act proposes: 

• $199 billion for highways/safety (an increase of 22 percent over FY 2014 enacted levels); 
• $72 billion for the Federal Transit Administration (an increase of 69 percent over FY 

2014); 
• $5 billion for TIGER grants (up 108 percent from the FY 20141evel); 
• $3 billion for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (up 32 percent); 
• $3.7 billion for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (up 12 percent); and 
• $19 billion for the Federal Railroad Administration (an increase of 243 percent, due to 

$9.5 billion set aside for a new Rail Service Improvement Program, which received no 
funding in FY 2014). 

State Legislation Update 

1) Tax Revenues estimated at $2 billiion surplus through April 

April tax revenues are expected to end at about $450 million above projections. The budget 
forecast assumed April tax revenues would generate $10.989 billion, and April receipts have 
now reached $11.466 billion. Assuming tax refunds will climb a little, the LAO estimates the 
state will end the month $450 million higher than estimated. Through the end of March all 
revenues (income, sales and corporate taxes) exceeded projections by $1.3 billion. Adding the 
growth income tax growth from April and higher April corporate tax receipts, the surplus to 
date will reach nearly $2 billion. 

2) Legislative Matrix 

Refer to Attachment 3 for the legislative matrix which lists recommended support positions on 
SB 1236 which would authorize the governing board of any transit operator to adopt an 
ordinance making it an infraction for persons to knowingly give false information to an 
enforcement officer when being issued a citation. The bill would also authorize the governing 
board to designate district employees or contracted security officers to enforce ordinances as 
well as violations of Penal Code Section 640 and the graffiti infraction in Penal Code Section 
640.5 .. The matrix lists Board positions. Additionally, President Pro Temp Steinberg's Cap & 
Trade proposal includes a formula that will provide between 25 to 30% of the remainder of Cap 
& Trade revenues to be allocated to support public transit. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

This report is being provided to inform the Board of monthly legislative activities. This provides 
clear direction to legislators, and other bodies, of AC Transit's positions. 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: 

This report provides an update of monthly legislative activities. AC Transit could opt to defer 
from legislative positions and operate without making its positions known, leaving the District 
vulnerable to unfavorable legislation. 
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PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS/POLICIES: 

Staff Report 14- 028: 2014 Federal and State Legislative Advocacy Programs 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1: Federal Update from VanScoyoc Associates 
2: State Legislative Report from Platinum Advisors 
3: State Legislative Matrix 
4: FY 2014 Federal Advocacy Program 
5: FY 2014 State Advocacy Program 

Department Head Approval: Dennis W. Butler, Chief Planning & Development Officer 
Prepared by: Beverly Greene, Director of Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 
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Steven 0. Palmer, Vice President 
David Haines, Manager 

This Week 

VANSCOYOC 
ASSOCIATES 

Transportation Update 
May 5, 2014 

SR 14-127 Attachment 1 

Subcommittee Markup: FY 2015 Transportation Appropriations. On Wednesday, May 7, the 
House Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Subcommittee is scheduled 
to markup and vote on its version of the FY 2015 Appropriations bill for the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Hearing: Highway Trust Fund Financing. On Tuesday, May 6, the Senate Finance Committee is 
scheduled to hold a hearing on funding options for surface transportation, including a discussion of 
the -Highway Trust Fund. Witnesses will include the Congressional Budget Office, Virginia 
Transportation Secretary, and representatives from Standard & Poor's, AECOM Capital, and the Cato 
Institute. 

Hearing: Surface Transportation Authorization. On Wednesday, May 7, the Senate Commerce, 
Science and Transportation Committee is scheduled to hold a hearing on the upcoming surface 
transportation authorization bill, with a focus on freight, safety, and rail service. Transportation 
Secretary Anthony Foxx will be the only witness. 

Hearing: Travel and Tourism. On Thursday, May 8, the Senate Commerce, Science and 
Transportation Committee is scheduled to hold a hearing on "The State of U.S. Travel and Tourism: 
Industry Efforts to Attract 100 Million Visitors Annually." The hearing is expected to focus on public 
and private travel-promotion efforts and the benefits of tourism in the context of the 2012 National 
Travel and Tourism Strategy, which detailed a plan to attract 100 million international visitors 
annually by 2021. Witnesses have not yet been announced. 

Last Week 

Hearing: Rural Air Service. On Apri130, the Aviation Subcommittee of the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee held a hearing on the state of air service to small and rural 
communities. In general, the Subcommittee Members all expressed support for programs like the 
Essential Air Service program and other federal programs designed to attract air service to rural areas. 
Witnesses included Susan Kurland, DOT Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs; 
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Dr. Gerald Dillingham, Director of Civil Aviation Issues, Government Accountability Office; and 
representatives from the Air Line Pilots Association, Republic Airways Holdings, Columbia 
Metropolitan Airport, and Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport. 

Roundtable Discussion: State Experiences with PJs. On April 30, the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee held a roundtable panel discussion on the in several states experience with 
P3s. Representatives of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Florida appeared before the panel. 
The consensus from all speakers was that P3s are just part of the solution in funding transportation 
infrastructure across the country, and that each state has unique conditions and each project has 
unique circumstances that must be considered when considering P3s. 

Hearing: TSA Oversigllt. On April 30, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation held a hearing on the Transportation Security Administration's (TSA) efforts to 
confront the evolving security threats to America's transportation systems. TSA Administrator John 
Pistole testified. Senators expressed concern that TSA's budget had been cut by $500 million and had 
3,000 fewer employees than last year. Several Senators asked about exit lane staffing and 
Administrator Pistole said that the agency is evaluating future options, including the use of 
technology. 

Roundtable Discussion: Freigllt. On April 30, the Senate Transportation and Infrastructure 
Subcommittee (Environment and Public Works) and Surface Transportation Subcommittee 
(Commerce, Science and Transportation) held a joint roundtable on freight priorities in the next 
surface transportation bill. Panel participants included the heads of Oregon and Iowa DOTs, as well 
as representatives from the Coalition of Gateways and Trade Corridors, National Waterways 
Conference, UPS, Burlington Northern Sante Fe Railway, and Dow Chemical Corporation. 
Witnesses discussed what steps the federal government can take as part of the reauthorization to help 
states invest in projects that will enhance freight movement for private sector stakeholders. 

Department of Transportation 

This week, President Obama and U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx released the 
Administration's four-year, $302 billion surface transportation reauthorization bill. The bill proposes 
that the bill be funded through Highway Trust Fund revenues, as well as revenues from corporate tax 
reform. On the spending side, the Grow America Act proposes: 

• $199 billion for highways/safety (an increase of22 percent over FY 2014 enacted levels); 
• $72 billion for the Federal Transit Administration (an increase of69 percent over FY 2014); 
• $5 billion for TIGER grants (up 108 percent from the FY 2014 level); 
• $3 billion for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (up 32 percent); 
• $3.7 billion for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration {up 12 percent); and 
• $19 billion for the Federal Railroad Administration (an increase of243 percent, due to $9.5 

billion set aside for a new Rail Service Improvement Program, which received no funding in 
FY 2014). 
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Government Accountability Office 

Report: AfT Acquisition. Last week, GAO released a study on the next generation Advanced 
Imaging Technology (AIT) full body scanners. GAO concludes that TSA has not collected or 
analyzed information that might help it improve its passenger screeners and recommends that TSA 
not acquire additional AIT machines until several technical issues can be addressed. 

### 
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SR 14-127 Attachment 2 

May 1, 2014 

TO: Director Greg Harper, President, and 
Members of the Board 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 

Beverly Greene, Director, Community Relations & Legislative Affairs 

FR: Steve Wallauch 
Platinum Advisors 

RE: legislative Update 

Deadlines: The first major hearing deadline is Friday, May 2nd. This is the deadline for all bills 
with a fiscal impact to be moved out of policy committees and to the Appropriations 
Committee. This has resulted in a long week of very long hearings. 

The hearing deadlines on the horizon include the policy committee deadline for non-fiscal bills 
on May gth, and the fiscal committee deadline on May 23rd. Since this is the second year of the 
two-year session, the House of Origin deadline is May 30th. The House of Origin deadline 
requires all bills to be moved to their second house in order to remain alive. 

New Speaker: The passing of the gavel from Speaker John Perez to Speaker-elect Toni Atkins 
has been set for May 1ih. Assembly Floor Session is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on May 1ih to 
swear-in Assemblywoman Toni Atkins as the 69th Speaker of the Assembly. This will be a day 
long affair with an Ecumenical Service that morning, the swearing-in ceremony, followed by a 
reception in the Rotunda. 

Numbers: April tax revenues are expected to end at about $450 million above projections. The 
budget forecast assumed April tax revenues would generate $10.989 billion, and April receipts 
have now reached $11.466 billion. Assuming tax refunds will climb a little, the LAO estimates 
the state will end the month $450 million higher than estimated. Through the end of March all 
revenues (income, sales and corporate taxes) exceeded projections by $1.3 billion. Adding the 
growth income tax growth from April and higher April corporate tax receipts, the surplus to 
date will reach nearly $2 billion. 

1 
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Special Session: The Legislature's return from Spring Recess was greeted with a new special 
session being called by the Governor. The purpose of this Special Session is to revise and 
replace ACA 4, the ballot measure pertaining to the Rainy Day Fund scheduled to be voted upon 
this November. Originally scheduled to be voted upon in 2012, ACA 4 is the product of a 
budget deal made by the Schwarzenegger administration in 2010. 

The Governor's January Budget Proposal contained revisions to the ballot measure. The 
Governor called a special session in order to speed up the process of moving a new rainy day 
plan onto the November ballot. The Governor's plan has been introduced by Speaker Perez as 
ACA 1 XX. While Speaker Perez support a quick resolution, Senate Pro Tern Stienberg has 
indicated that the legislature should wait to act until after the budget is complete. This 
measure does require a 2/3 vote, which will require Republican support in the Senate. 

The main differences in the Governor's proposal compared to ACA 4 is the creation of a Prop 98 
reserve utilizing capital gains spikes to smooth out school funding, and allow debt payments to 
be made in lieu of depositing funds in the Rainy Day Fund. The Governor's proposal would also 
double the size of the fund from 5% to 10% of revenues, and limits any withdrawal in the first 
year of a recession to 50% of the balance. While the proposal requires a vote of the legislature 
to with drawl any funds, Republicans have expressed concern that a simple majority vote to 
with drawl funds is too low of bar. Assemblyman Jeff Gore II (R), vice chair of the Assembly 
Budget Committee, has asked the vote threshold be raised to 2/3. However, advocates for the 
poor and many Democrats are uncomfortable moving forward following the recession without 
establishing some restorations in services to vulnerable populations. Both parties have pledged 
to work with the Governor to try to find an acceptable compromise. 

CaiEnviroScreen 2.0: The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment {OEHHA) has 
released the Draft California Communities Environmental Health Screening Toll, Version 2.0, 
known as CaiEnviroScreen 2.0. This is report identifies areas of the state with the greatest 
health impacts caused by environmental factors, such as air pollution burdens, water quality, 
and unemployment. This is the report that will likely be used to determine where to invest cap 
& trade auction revenue to benefit disadvantaged communities. 

The initial report based the screening criteria on ZIP codes. This updated report provides 
greater detail by conducting the screening based on census tracts. The new report also adds to 
the screening factors the potential burdens caused by contaminants in drinking water and the 
impacts relating to unemployment. With the mandate to invest at least 20% of cap & trade 
revenue in projects that benefit disadvantaged areas, it is important for AC Transit to be 
familiar with the findings of this report. There is also the likelihood that some funding 
programs, such as the Zero Emission Bus program, will require 100% of the funds be used to 
benefit disadvantaged communities. Through the OEHAA website (link below) there is an 
interactive map that color codes each census tract from lowest score, or least impacted areas, 
to the highest scores, or most impacted areas. In the East Bay the medium to high impacted 
areas are west of San Pablo Avenue, 1-580 and 1-880 from Richmond south to the Alameda 
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County line. The interactive map allows you to click on each census tract to reveal the statistics 
for each area. 
Since this is a draft report, OEHAA is accepting comments on the contents and findings of the 
report. The deadline to submit comments of CaiEnviroScreen 2.0 is Friday, May 23. A copy of 
the report and the interactive map can be found at: http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html 

Cap & Trade: Senate President ProTem Steinberg has abandoned his proposal for a "carbon 
tax" and has unveiled his proposal on expending cap & trade auction revenue. This is a counter 
proposal to the Governor's cap & trade expenditure plan outlined in the January budget. This 
proposal is consistent with several Senate bills currently moving through the process, but it is 
uncertain if this proposal will remain on the legislative track or be subsumed by the budget 
process. 

The Pro Tern' s proposal includes a significant commitment to public transit funding and the 
direct allocation of Sustainable Communities implementation funding to regional entities. The 
proposal would dedicate 30% of cap & trade revenue to public transit capital and operations. 
In addition 40% of the funds would flow through regional entities, such as MTC, for affordable 
housing, active transportation projects, transit oriented development and transportation 
efficiency projects. While the proposal estimates $1.7 billion per year would be allocated to 
transit projects, this is based on the most optimistic revenue assumption that auction revenue 
will reach $5 billion per year. Revenue estimates for cap and trade auction proceeds range 
from $2-$5 billion annually, with the likely result somewhere in the middle. Regardless of the 
range of estimates, the Pro Tern's proposal would make the most significant investment in 
public transit that has been seen in decades. While the details are being developed, particularly 
with respect to the allocation method, the proposal includes the following elements: 

• Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (40%)- Half the funds must be used 
for affordable housing and half for implementing sustainable communities strategies. 
This includes investments in affordable housing, transit-oriented development, land use 
planning, active transportation, and high density mixed use development, 
transportation efficiency and demand management projects. 

• Public Transit Funding (30%) - These funds would be distributed to operators based on 
GHG performance criteria to build and operate transit projects. At least 5% must be 
used for direct transit assistance to customers, such as transit passes. 

• High Speed Rail Funding (20%) - These funds would be continuously appropriated and 
could be securitized. 

• State Highway and Road Rehabilitation and for Complete Streets (10%)- These funds 
would be distributed based on GHG performance criteria and could be used for traffic 
management, roadway maintenance, and bikeways. 

• Natural resource, water, and waste ($200 million annually) - These funds would be 
appropriated annually as part of the budget act and could be used to funds water 
efficiency infrastructure projects, forestry and landscape issues, wetland development, 

3 



82

waste diversion and recycling, energy efficiency, clean vehicles, and "black carbon" 
reduction. 

• Climate Dividend ($200 million annual/vi- Allocated as part of the annual budget act 
these funds could be used to provide a rebate check on monthly fuel bills or once per 
year rebate with motor vehicle registrations. 

• "Charge Ahead" Electric Vehicle Deplovment Program ($200 million annual/vi -These 
funds would be used to fund demonstration programs and other financial assistance to 
expand the use of zero emission cars, trucks, buses and freight movement vehicles. 

• Green Bank Funding (not less than $10 mil/ian annual/vi- These funds would be used to 
assist in financing clean energy and other environmentally sustainable projects. 

Legislation: 
Bike Racks: As introduced AB 2707 (Chau) simply added the LAMTA to the growing list of 
transit operators authorized to use the longer three position bicycle racks. The bill has been 
amended, to apply to all transit operators. As amended AB 2707 would allow transit operators 
to use the longer three position bicycle racks on any vehicle that is no more than 40 feet in 
length. AB 2707 was approved by the Assembly Committee on Transportation with a vote of 
15-0, and it is currently pending on the Assembly Floor. 

AB 2707 does not affect Vehicle Code Section 35400.7, which specifically authorizes AC Transit 
to use these bicycle racks on all buses, including 45 foot buses if specific conditions are met. In 
addition, AC Transit is still required to submit a report on or before December 31' 2014, that 
summarizes any accidents where the size ofthe rack was a factor. 

Transit Offenses: SB 1236 (Menning) has also been amended to apply statewide. As 
introduced, the bill applied only to the Santa Cruz Transit District. As amended, SB 1236 would 
authorize the governing board of any transit operator to adopt an ordinance making it an 
infraction for persons to knowingly give false information to an enforcement officer when being 
issued a citation. The bill would also authorize the governing board to designate district 
employees or contracted security officers to enforce ordinances as well as violations of Penal 
Code Section 640 and the graffiti infraction in Penal Code Section 640.5. 

4 
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SR 14-127 Attachment 3 

ADVISORS 

May 1, 2014 

Table 1 Proposed Board Actions 

AC Transit 

Bills 
Subject Status RECCOMENDED 

POSITION 

~enator ft\s outlined in the Legislative Update, Senate Budget Negotiations Recommended 
~teinberg's Cap President Pro Tempore, Steinberg has unveiled an Position : SUPPORT 
& Trade expenditure plan for cap & trade auction revenue 
Expenditure Plan 

1

lhat dedicates 30% of the funds for public transit 
projects. Based on optimistic revenue 
assumptions, this proposal could allocate up to 
$1.7 billion per year for public transit capital and 
operations. This represents a transformational 
investment in public transit. 

While the percentage and amount dedicated to 
public transit is subject to negotiations, AC Transit 
should consider extending its support for this 
proposal. 

In addition, the allocation formula used is also 
subject to negotiations, and it is critical for AC 
Transit to communicate to its delegation the best 
method for allocating these funds. While 
environmental groups want these funds to be 
allocated on a competitive basis, it is unclear how 
hat would provide a stable funding base for 

longer term operational needs. Another formula 
under consideration is basing the allocation on 
he STA formula, but tying the use ofthe funds to 

meeting greenhouse gas reduction goals. 

SB 1236 ~B 1236 would authorize the governing board of a SENATE APPR. Recommended 
(Manning D) ransit district to designate district employees, Position : SUPPORT 
Transit districts: except as specified, or security officers contracted 
ransit offenses by the district, to enforce state laws relative to 

and certain prohibited acts on or in public 
enforcement. ransportation systems or on the property, 

acilities, or vehicles of a transit district, if the 

1 
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ACTransit 

Bills 
Subject Status RECCOMENDED 

POSITION 

employees or officers satisfy specified training 
requirements. 

~he bill would also make it an infraction to 
knowingly give false information to an 
enforcement officer or otherwise obstruct the 
issuance of a citation. 

Table 2: Board Action Positions 

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

AB 1720 This bill would extend the sunset date for the bus ASSEMBLY FLOOR AC Transit - Support 
(Bloom D) axle weight exemption by one year from January 
Vehicles: bus 1, 2015 to January 1, 2016. This bill would also 
gross weight. likely be used to implement any agreement 

reached this year on the axle weight issue. 

~B 2445 AB 2445 was unanimously approved by the SENATE RULES '(K Transit - Support 
(Chau D) Assembly on a vote of 73-0. 
Community 
colleges: his bill makes clarifying changes in existing law 
ransportation o allow a community college district to impose a 

fees.contracts. ee approved by the students for transportation 
services on a campus by campus basis. Some 
believe existing law limits the approval of the fee 
o a district wide vote. 

~ ~B 1 would create a new form of tax increment ~en ate Floor- ~C Transit -Support 
(Steinberg D) inancing that would allow local governments to Inactive File 
Sustainable create a Sustainable Communities Investment 
Communities ~uthority to finance specified activities within a 
Investment sustainable communities investment area. 
Authority. 

~he Governor's Office asked the authors' of the 
~a rio us tax increment measures to hold-off 
sending these bills to his desk last year. With the 
Governor's IFD proposal released as part of the 
budget, negotiations over the structure of a new 
ax increment financing proposal will heat-up 

during the budget process. 

~ pB 11 originally proposed to extend the deadlines ASSEMBLY TRANSP. AC Transit- Support 
(Pavley D) and make the same changes in AB 8. SB 11 was 
~lternative fuel amended to address chaptering out issues with 
and vehicle ~B 8, but analogous amendments were not 

2 
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Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

echnologies: amended into AB 8. Rather than send both bills 
funding o the Governor, it was decided to send only AB 8. 
programs. ~B 11 is now a two year bill, and will likely be 

used for another purpose. 

SCA4 ~CA 4 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS AC Transit -Support 
(Liu D) 1\ppropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
Local exempt for the House of Origin deadline. 
government SCA 4 has been amended to require a percentage 
~ransportation of the sales tax revenue be used for projects that 
projects: special lreduce GHG emissions from transportation 
axes: voter ~ources, and require a portion of the funds used 

approval. on state highway project be given to the state for 
uture maintenance needs. 

This measure would amend the Constitution to 
lower the voter approval threshold to 55% for the 
imposition, extension, or renewal of a local tax for 
ransportation projects. SCA 4 was amended to 

require a local measure to include the following in 
order to be approved with a 55% vote: 

• Includes a specific list of projects and 
programs that will be funded and limits 
the use of the funds for those purposes, 

• Includes a requirement for annual audits, 
and 

• Requires the creation of a citizens' 

oversight committee. 

~ SCA 8 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS AC Transit - Support 
(Corbett D) Appropriations. Constitutional amendments are 
~ransportation exempt from the House of Origin deadline. 
projects: special 
axes: voter ~CA 8 is another measure that would amend the 

approval. Constitution to lower the voter approval 
hreshold to 55% for the imposition, extension, or 

renewal of a local tax for transportation projects. 
sCA 8 was also amended to require a local 
measure to include the following in order to be 
approved with a 55% vote: 

• Includes a specific list of projects and 
programs that will be funded and limits 
the use of the funds for those purposes, 

• Includes a requirement for annual audits, 
and 

• Requires the creation of a citizens' 
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Bills Subject Status Client- Position 

oversight committee. 

SCA 11 SCA 11 is in the Senate Committee on SENATE APPRS AC Transit - Support 
(Hancock D) Appropriations. SCA 11 is an "umbrella measure" 
Local on lowering the voter threshold from 2/3 to 55% 
government: or local sales taxes and parcel taxes. This 
special taxes: measure would lower the vote threshold for any 
~oter approval. purpose. 

SCA 11 was also amended to require the 
ollowing elements in the local measure in order 
o be approved by 55%: 

• Includes a specific list of projects and 
programs that will be funded and limits 
the use of the funds for those purposes, 

• Includes a requirement for annual audits, 
and 

• Requires the creation of a citizens' 

oversight committee. 

Table 3: Board Watch Positions 

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

~B 1684 AB 1684 was recently amended to authorize the fAoSSEMBLY TRANS AC Transit - Watch 
(Chavez R) North County Transit District to use the longer 
r,tehicles: length hree position bicycle racks. 
limitations: 
buses: bicycle 
ransportation 

devices. 

AB 2707 fA.B 2707 authorizes any transit operators to utilize fAoSSEMBLY FLOOR AC Transit - Watch 
(Chau D) bicycle racks that can accommodate 3 bicycles. 
Vehicles: length 
limitations: ~pecifically, the bill would allow transit buses of 
buses: bicycle no more than 40 feet in length to be equipped 
ransportation ~ith a front-mounted bicycle rack that extends up 

devices. ~o 40 inches from the front body of the bus when 
ully deployed rather than the 36 inches allowed 

under current law, and limits the handlebars of a 
bicycle that is being transported on such a rack 
~rom extending more than 46 inches from the 
~ront of the bus rather than the 42 inches allowed 
under current law. 

58 33 ~B 33 is the reintroduction of SB 214 from last ~SSEMBLY FLOOR- AC Transit- Watch 

4 



87

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

(Wolk D) ~ession. 58 214 along with SB 1156 and AB 2144 Inactive File 
Infrastructure ~ere all vetoed by the Governor. 
financing Two-Year Bill 
districts: voter ~hile SB 1 makes changes based on existing 
approval: repeal. redevelop law, SB 33 would create a new tax 

increment financing structure based on 
Infrastructure Financing District (IFD) law. 

pB 33 would eliminate the vote requirement to 
create an IFD and expands the type of projects an 
IFD may fund. The bill also specifies the 
composition of the IFD governing board. 

SB 556 Previously SB 556 would prohibit fi\ssembly Floor -- fi\c Transit - Watch 
(Corbett D) nongovernmental person or entity contracting Inactive File 
Agency: ~ith a public agency from displaying a seal or 
ostensible: emblem of that public agency on a uniform or ~wo-Year Bill 
nongovernmental vehicle unless a disclosure statement is also 
entities. conspicuously displayed identifying the uniform 

wearer or vehicle operator as not a government 
employee. 

SB 566 was amended on September 4th to limit 
he application oft he disclosure requirements to 

contracts dealing with public health or safety 
services. The bill no longer applies to any transit 
service contracts. 

581122 SB 1122 was approved by the Senate Committee SENATE APPR AC Transit -Watch 
(Pavley D) on Environmental Quality. 
Sustainable 

SB 1122 creates two funding programs. One for 
communities: 

he Strategic Growth Counsel to administer grants 
Strategic Growth o local agencies for implementing sustainable 
Council. 

communities and other greenhouse gas reduction 
plans. The second pot of funds would be 
allocated to MPOs on a per capita basis to be 
used for competitive grants for projects within 
he region. The regional grants would be 

awarded pursuant to guidelines adopted by the 
Strategic Growth Council. The bill lists the types 
of eligible projects for the regional funds, which 
include funding for public transportation 
~perations, maintenance, and capital costs. 

SB 1204 ~B 1204 was approved with bipartisan support by SENATE APPR AC Transit - Watch 
(Lara D) 

1
,he Senate Committee on Environmental Quality 

California Clean 
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Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

lrruck, Bus, and his bill creates a California Clean Truck, Bus, and 
Off-Road Vehicle Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology 
and Equipment Program. The purpose of this bill is to use cap & 
Technology rade auction revenue to fund the development, 
Program. demonstration, and commercial deployment of 

zero- and near-zero-emission truck, bus, and off-
road vehicle. In particular this bill would create 
large scale zero emission bus demonstration 
program aimed at making zero emission bus 
~echnology commercially available. 

Chaptered or Dead Bills 
Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

Mj ~lternative fuel and vehicle technologies: funding Signed Into Law ~C Transit - Support 
(Perea D) programs. Chapter #401 

AB 160 California Public Employees' Pension Reform Act DEAD ~C Transit - Watch 
(Alejo D) of 2013: exceptions. 

AB179 Public transit: electronic transit fare collection Signed Into Law AC Transit -Watch 
(Bocanegra D) systems: disclosure of personal information. l=hapter #375 

AB206 Bicycle transportation devices. Signed Into Law AC Transit - Support 
(Dickinson D) Chapter #95 

AB210 ~ransactions and use taxes: County of Alameda. Signed Into Law AC Transit - Support 
(Wieckowski D) Chapter #194 

AB431 County Employees Retirement Law of 1937: DEAD AC Transit - Watch 
(Mullin D) ~ederallaw compliance 

~B730 Monterey-Salinas Transit District. ~igned Into Law AC Transit -Watch 
(Alejo D) Chapter #394 

~B574 California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: DEAD AC Transit - Support 
(Lowenthal D) Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: sustainable 

communities strategies. 

~B 1002 ~ehicles: registration fee: sustainable DEAD ~C Transit - Watch 
(Bloom D) communities strategies. 

i8B 1051 Housing DEAD fAC Transit- Watch 
(Bocanegra D) 

AB 1222 Public employees' retirement: collective bargaining: ~igned Into Law fAC Transit: SUPPORT 
(Bloom D) ransit workers: transportation. Chapter #527 

~B 1290 Transportation planning. ~etoed fAC Transit - Watch 
(John A. Perez D) 

SB 13 Public employees' retirement benefits. Signed Into Law ~C Transit -Watch 
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Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

(Beall D) Chapter #528 

SB 142 Public transit Signed Into Law AC Transit - Support 

(DeSaulnier D) Chapter #655 

SB 791 Motor vehicle fuel tax: rate adjustment DEAD AC Transit: Oppose 

(Wllland R) 
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SR 14-127 Attachment 4 

2014 Federal Advocac Pro ram 

Funding 

• FY 2014 Grant Opportunities- Secure federal funds for key capital projects and 
support funding for 2014 Project Priorities for: 

o East Bay BRT Improvements within the Small Starts Program and other 
programs 

o AC Transit's Intelligent Transportation and Communication System upgrades 
o Bus lifting equipment program 

o Rehabilitation of aging facilities 

• Advocate for supplemental funding through the Federal Transit Administration to 
offset rising operating costs without jeopardizing total funding available for capital 
projects. 

• Support funding for the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support/seek additional funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support efforts to rescind the planned across-the-board cuts to all federal programs, 
called "Sequestration," as enacted under the Budget Control Act of 2011 . Such cuts 
would reduce funding for the Small Starts Program, which could impact the East Bay 
BRT project schedule. 

Transportation Authorization Principles 

• Support efforts to increase the gas tax or to increase other revenues to replenish 
and sustain long-term growth of the Highway Trust Fund/Mass Transit Account. 

• Support transportation authorization reform that emphasizes greater funding levels 
to urban mass transit systems, and oppose efforts to reduce spending on transit 
formula programs. 

• Support FTA and Congressional efforts to make State of Good Repair for transit bus 
systems a strategic priority. 
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• Support broad funding eligibility for BRT projects in federal transit programs, 
including New Starts and Small Starts programs, 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports the direct representation of transit properties on local transportation 
policy boards. 

Other Advocacy 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that mitigates global warming and/or calls 
for environmental stewardship and related funding. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) 
agencies and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

• Support modal parity in the commute tax benefits. 

• Support legislation that relieves the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 
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SR 14-127 Attachment 5 

2014 State Advocacy Program 

Funding 

• Support efforts to implement the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21) and future transportation authorizations that at least maintains funding level 
for mass transit projects and programs for bus operators in the Bay Area. 

• Support the development and implementation of an expenditure plan for AB 32 cap and 
trade revenue that provides an equitable investment in mass transit capital 
improvements, operations, and infill/transit oriented development. 

• Support efforts that create new sources of operating funds with equitable distribution to 
reflect urban transit needs. 

• Support efforts to sustain existing transit revenues. 

• Support efforts that would exempt public transit providers from state sales tax. 

• Support efforts to provide funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to, 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support local ability to increase fees and gas taxes to be used for local mass transit 
purposes. 

• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding to offset the costs of 
global warming initiatives, clean air and clean fuels and implementation of AC Transit's 
Climate Action Plan. 

• Seek funding to support and promote Bus Rapid Transit projects. 

• Support congestion pricing strategies and legislation that provide an equitable multi
modal distribution of generated revenues. 

• Support legislative or administrative action to remove State barriers so that Medicaid 
transportation funds can be used for public transit services, including ADA paratransit 
services. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) agencies 
and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 
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• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding for employee benefits 
programs. 

• Support funding initiatives that relieve the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Equipment and Operations 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to establish and 
maintain HOV lanes on state highway routes and to improve existing HOV lane 
management to maximize throughput. 

• Support incentives to provide bus contra flow lanes on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge to/from the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support legislation to exempt public transit vehicles from state and local truck route 
ordinances. 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to permit 
permanent use of freeway shoulders by public transit buses. 

Transit Incentives 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for employees and employers to use public 
transportation to commute to work, including tax credits for purchasing transit passes. 

• Support Clean Air Initiatives that encourage increased public transit use. 

• Support incentives that would give auto insurance credits to heavy transit users. 

• Support common fare programs between Bay Area systems. 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for local governments and developers to 
incorporate transit passes into the cost of housing. 

Environment and Transit Supportive Land Use 

• Support efforts that provide a new form of tax increment financing that promotes 
economic investment through transit oriented development, and requires the approval 
of all affected taxing entities. 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that addresses climate change, healthy 
communities and environments. 
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• Foster transit supportive land use initiatives that require coordination with transit 
providers in the initial stages of local planning or project development that impacts 
transit, including density level decisions or transit oriented developments (TODs); and 
advocate for the required use of: 

o Transit streets agreements, and 

o Complete streets plans in which local transportation plans anticipate use of all 
modes. 

• Support legislation that requires reporting of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) annually 
through DMV renewal. 

Policy Interests 

• Support simple majority vote for local transportation ballot tax initiatives. 

• Support legislation to allow District to ban persons for specified offenses from entering 
district property. 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports direct representation of transit properties on local transportation policy 
boards. 

• Support legislation for STA formula reform that includes federal operating funding as 
eligible revenue. 

• Support efforts that maintain existing Workers' Compensation regulation. 
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